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The Scroll 
Congregation Shaara Tfille

 84 Weibel Avenue, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
Phone: 518-584-2370  Fax:  518-584-5226

E-mail: saratogajcc@albany.twcbc.com

 Calendar of Events
September 
2-Sisterhood Meeting…………………..….4:00pm 
7-Meisel Unveiling……………………………1:00pm 
9-Board Meeting……….………..……………5:30pm 
13-Selihot Services…………………………. 8:00pm 
21-Apple Picking………………………………2:00pm 
   Rosh Hashanah - See Page 
October 
   Yom Kippur - See Page 
14-Shemini Atseret Services…………..…9:00am 
14-Simchat Torah Dinner/Services……5:30pm 
25-Hammer Bar Mitzvah……………….…9:30am 

Regular Services 
Mondays & Thursdays………..….…………..……7:30am 
Saturdays………….…….…………..….………….……9:30am  

Office Hours  
Monday thru Friday………….……..…9:00am-1:00pm 

The office will be closed on September 
1, 23, 24 and October 2, 7, 8, 14 & 15 

Please call the office if you have any 
questions about any of our programs - 

518-584-2370 

Messages, including rsvp’s for weekend 
events, left on the synagogue answering 
machine and emails are not checked after 
1:00 pm on Friday until the next non-
holiday business day.   Walk-ins for events 
will not be accepted to maintain security 
procedures.. 

Serving the greater Jewish community since 1911 

..for 7:30am Monday/
Thursday minyons 1, 2 or 
more times a month so 

that kaddish can be 
said. Bagels & lox follow 

at about 8:30am.

From the Desk of Rabbi Marmon 

As the High Holy Days come into view over the horizon, this 
year my mind is on the sometimes forgotten fall holiday that 
sneaks in behind: Sukkot (or Succoth, if you hanker for old-
timey transliterations that won’t upset your computer’s spell 
checker). 

Let’s take a moment to think about what a sukkah is and 
does. Whether in your yard or on your balcony or on the 
grounds of a communal building, a sukkah takes a piece of empty space, nothing but 
open air, and transforms it for a week into a sacred domain. Even before the holiday is 
fully complete*, the sukkah’s purpose is complete and – assuming it made it to the end 
– it transforms into nothing but an incompletely shady box of outside air. (*Sh’mini 
Atzeret is simultaneously the last day of Sukkot and a holiday of its own; it is separate 
and a part. The mitzvah of living/sitting in the sukkah no longer applies, though it is a 
custom outside of Israel to still recite kiddush in the sukkah on the first day of Sh’mini 
Atzeret. We do this because it is also the second day of the seventh day of Sukkot – 
which is Hoshana Rabbah – but we don’t use the sukkah at all on Simchat Torah, 
though it is actually the second day of Sh’mini Atzeret. Now, try to explain that to your 
non-Jewish friends!) 

There are a number of valuable lessons in the simple idea of the sukkah. First, we learn 
that sanctity is what we make of it. An old person is nothing more to nature than a 
person who is old, but when we treat them with deference and respect for their 
experience, they are an elder. Saturday is just another day of the week, unless we make 
it Shabbat. Aside from our health and safety, almost everything we hold dear is of 
value because of the meaning we create and invest it with, not because of anything 
intrinsic to it. The corollary of this is that we have the power to decide what people 
and things we hold sacred, what we regard as ordinary, and what we revile. Let us 
choose wisely. 

Continued on Page 7 

#EndAntisemitism
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The Board of Congregation Shaara Tfille 

Rabbi…………..……Rabbi Boaz Marmon 

Board of Directors 
Judith Ehrenshaft……………..…….…President 
Sharon Dunn…….…………..……Vice President 
Ted Orosz……………………..………..…Treasurer 
Deborah Sabin……………………..…..Secretary 

Board Members 
Eileen Woodcock…….……Youth Education 
Allen Kasin……………….…..……..…Cemetery 
Allen Kasin…………….….………Gabbi Liaison 
Robert Katzman…………..….…Legal Advisor 
Michele Herman…………….…Board Position 
Larry Paltrowitz……….….……Board Position 
Samuel Gottesman……..…….Board Position 
Linda Bertrand…..…………..…Past President 

Committee Chairs 
Religious……………………….…Allan Polacsek 
Membership Co-Chair….…..…Seth Rosner 
Membership Co-Chair….…Linda Bertrand 
Fundraising………….…………………….…Open 
Budget…………………….…….….…….Ted Orosz 
IT/Security Liaison…………….…Bill Leakakos 
Sisterhood Liaison…….….Judith Ehrenshaft 
Men’s Club Liaison….…………Allan Polacsek 
House and Grounds…………Skip Woodcock 
Endowment Fund…….…….Robert Katzman 
Scroll……………………..….……Michael Fischer 
Facebook Liaison…..….……..Deborah Sabin 
Web Liaison……….………….…Deborah Sabin 
Office Administrator…….…Carole Leakakos

Rabbi Marmon’s office hours: 
To reach the Rabbi, you may either call the 
office or call the Rabbi directly at his 
number listed in the synagogue directory. 

Carole’s Request: Email communications to 
the office and for Scroll submissions are 
requested to be sent to the synagogue email 
address at saratogajcc@albany.twcbc.com . 
The deadline for Scroll submissions of text 
is on or before the 10th of the month prior 
to the next Scroll (i.e. October 10th for the 
September/October Scroll).  

Communications 
• E-mail- We are trying to communicate more with our members and 

friends by email. We have been sending out weekly if not more 
often, email messages. If you have not been receiving weekly 
messages, please send your email address to the office 
(saratogajcc@albany.twcbc.com) so we can add it to our contacts. 

• We have a phone tree that sends out messages from the synagogue. 
If you are not receiving the messages, please call the office and 
provide Carole with your phone number. 

When You Need Something 
• If you know of a congregant who would like a home or hospital visit, 

call Carole in the office. Cynthia Flax and Roberta Gottesman have 
generously started a sunshine outreach to our friends in the 
synagogue. 

• Call the office at 518-584-2370 if you have any questions about any 
of our programs. 

Memorial Candles 
• The Congregation sends out a reminder letter with a memorial 

candle when you have a yahrzeit for a loved one. Let the office know 
if you would prefer to not receive candles. 

Remembrance/Dedications 
• If you would like to honor your loved ones who have departed, we 

offer Memorial Plaques in the Sanctuary. They are a permanent 
remembrance for those who are no longer with us. The cost is $500 
per plaque. In addition, one can dedicate a Prayer book to honor a 
special occasion ($36) or a gold leaf for the vestibule’s Tree of Life 
($200). For more information, please call Carole in the office. 

• As our Mi Sheberach list grows, we are not sure if some of our 
congregants and friends still need to be on the list.  Please call 
Carole so that we can update our list and keep it current. 

Cemetery 
• The Cemetery Rules and Fees document of Congregation Shaara 

Tfille spells out eligibility, rights, and fees. It also sets guidelines 
for use of the building and sanctuary during funerals. Call the 
office at 518-584-2370 if you wish to receive an electronic copy of 
the document. 

• Our Cemetery is open year round. We ask that you be careful when 
visiting. The walkway can be slippery. 

Services 
• We need you for attendance at one, two or more 7:30am Minyan 

services on Monday and Thursday. 
•

Office Hours 
Office hours are 9:00am-1:00pm Monday thru Friday. Please call 
518-584-2370 before coming over. The office will be closed on 
September 1, 23, 24 and October 2, 7, 8, 14 and 15. 

mailto:saratogajcc@albany.twcbc.com
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Yartzeit List for September/Octobe

There will be an unveiling for Carol 
Meisel on Sunday, September 7th, 
at 1:00 pm.  Please come and help 

us make a Minyan. 

Congregation Shaara Tfille would 
like to send its deepest sympathy 

to Ronni Rosenberg on the 
passing of her sister Stephanie 

Bove 
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Contributions 

Memorial Candles 
• Dede Hirsch in memory of her loved ones 
• Terry Weinstein in memory of Martin Weinstein 
• Rhoda and Avram Freedberg in memory of Bessie Rogovin 

Padell 
• Rhoda and Avram Freedberg in memory of Rebecca 

Babitsky Freedberg 
• Rhoda and Avram Freedberg in memory of Chava Greef 

Rogovin 
• Judith Ehrenshaft in memory of Charlotta Chudy 
• Denise and Joel Gershowitz in memory of Oskar Rosenfeld 
• Ellen Messing in memory of Bob Messing 
• Ellen Messing in memory of Lee Messing 
• Dianna and Gene Nachamkin in memory of Robert Merrill 

Schwartz 
• Dianna and Gene Nachamkin in memory of Rebecca Leah 

Nachamkin 
• Susan and Joseph Greenbaum in memory of Sarah Shapot 

Schwartz 
• Susan and Joseph Greenbaum in memory of Morris 

Greenbaum 
• Denise and Joel Gershowitz in memory of Alice Goldsmith 
• Allan Littell in memory of his loved ones 
• Roberta and Leonard Mintzer in memory of Naomi 

Schecter 
• Roberta and Leonard Mintzer in memory of Max Schecter 
• Roberta and Leonard Mintzer in memory of Debbie 

Redfearn 
• Roberta and Leonard Mintzer in memory of Sadie Mintzer 
• J. Lawrence Paltrowitz in memory of Irene Paltrowitz 
• J. Lawrence Paltrowitz in memory of Louis Paltrowitz 
• Carole and Allan Polacsek in memory of Robert Polacsek 
• Judith Zassenhaus in memory of Frieda Zelikofsky 
• Judith Zassenhaus in memory of Anna Berkowitz 
• Paula and Jonathan Fishbein in memory of Harry 

Goldsmith 
• Paula and Jonathan Fishbein in memory of Lena Getzoff 

Contributions 
• Carole and Allan Polacsek in memory of Miriam Messinger 
• Patricia Bruder in memory of Miriam Messinger 
• Carol Anne and Richard Chait in memory of William 

Kalbaugh 
• Cordelia Scher in memory of Stephanie Bove 
• Carole and Allan Polacsek honoring Sharon Dunn and 

Harvey Zirofsky on the marriage of their daughter Dara to 
Killian 

• Linda Bertrand with sincere thanks to Roberta and Sam 
Gottesman, Mike and Shiloh Fischer and Carole Leakakos 
for all their help when Camp Ramah had their yearly visit 
to our synagogue 

• Seth Rosner  
• Barbie and Andy Kahn honoring Carol Anne and Richard 

Chait on their 65th wedding anniversary 

Cemetery Contribution 
• Larry Aronson 
• The Mintz Family in memory of their brother who was 

buried here in 1952 
• Chabad Lubavitch in memory of Marlene Aronson 
• Orthodox Congregation of Saratoga 

Mitzvah Club 2025-2026 
• Anonymous 
• Michael Fischer 
• Judith and Martin Kaplan 
• Diane White and Ted Orosz 
• Bobi Baruch and Jerome Ostrov 
• J. Lawrence Paltrowitz/PAL’S ALLIANCE, LTD. 
• Ronni and Lester Rosenberg 

Kiddush Contribution 
• MaryLou and Warren Weil 
• Carol Anne and Richard Chait, a morning Minyan 

contribution in honor of their 65th wedding anniversary 

Congregation Shaara Tfille would like to 
send a very special thank you to Ronni and 

Lester Rosenberg for donating 20 new 
Shabbat Prayer books to the congregation.  

They graciously donated them in memory of 
Stephanie Bove, sister of Ronni, Pamela 

Polacsek and Sue Littell. 

Pamela and David Hammer cordially 
invite you on Saturday, October 25, 

2025, as their son Ethan is called to the 
Torah to celebrate his Bar Mitzvah.  
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Mazel To

September Birthdays &  Anniversaries  
04 Allan & Carole Polacsek 
09 Robert Edwards 
09 Darrick Zwack 
15 Christopher Knight 
16 Richard Chait 
18 John Keene 
19 Lynn Kalish 
20 Eileen Woodcock 
23 Marc Robin 
24 David Koss 
24 Howard Stark & Marilyn Shapiro 
25 Ellen Messing 
28 William & Carole Leakakos 
28 Judith Thomas Solomon 
29 Sophia Nadi 

October Birthdays & Anniversaries 

03 Robert Katzman 
06 Matt Stein 
14 Samuel & Roberta Gottesman 
16 Lena Stein 
19 Andrew Kahn 
20 Jocelyn Keene 
21 Renee Barr 
22 Allen Kasin 
24 Allan Polacsek 
28 Jerry Grodin & Felice Karlitz 
29 Joseph Greenbaum 
29 Boaz Marmon 
30 Samuel Gottesman 
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From the Desk of Rabbi Marmon (Continued from page 1) 

Our sukkah teaches us not to judge by appearances. It’s not just that what was an open patch of grass or concrete or deck or patio 
one week is a sacred enclosure the next, but also that a sukkah is typically not much to look at. Some do dress them up quite a bit, 
but most people’s sukkah looks – to the unfamiliar observer – shoddy, ramshackle, and unfinished. No one is ever shocked if their 
sukkah blows over or falls apart in a strong wind. It’s not built to last. All true. And yet, it is in our sukkah that we receive the Ushpizin 
(the seven figures from biblical history who are mystical guests in our sukkah each night); it is our time in the sukkah that we describe 
in our prayers as “the time of our joy;” it is our fragile sukkah that reminds us of that time period in our history when our ancestors, 
newly freed from slavery, wandered the desert without a visible source of water, food, or shelter, while God, the “Source of Living 
Waters,” who “feeds all,” our “high tower and sheltering rock” miraculously provided for all their needs. 

The sukkah is a reminder too that perfection is not always the right goal. In fact, the sukkah is invalid if it is too complete. We must be 
able to see the sky through the s’khakh which forms its roof. Although it is permissible to build a sukkah with four walls and a 
doorway, a sukkah is valid with as few as two complete walls and a partial third. Although the sukkah should be strong enough to hold 
up to typical winds, it need not be strong enough to survive storms. When the weather is unpleasant, we do not try to weatherproof 
our sukkah, we go inside. It’s quite healthy for us to realize that perfection is often impossible; God expects only that we do our best, 
and we should be satisfied with that standard too. The sukkah’s very imperfection is what makes it a holy space, while it’s more 
perfectly constructed neighbor is a tool shed.  

What lessons can you draw from the sukkah, the holy, holey, wholly unique hut at the center of Sukkot? 

Once again, you went above and beyond for Sisterhood’s Tikkun Olam school supply 
project. Thanks to your kindness, 200 children in southern Saratoga County will 
begin the school year "on the right foot."   

>> A letter received from the Mechanicville Community Center << 

THANK YOU to Congregation Shaara Tfille! ✨🎒  

We are so grateful for the amazing donation of school supplies delivered this 
morning by Judith & Carole on behalf of Congregation Shaara Tfille! 

Your generosity is deeply appreciated, and thanks to you, we’ll be able to 
distribute backpacks full of essential supplies to students from Pre-K through 
12th grade in our community & neighboring communities. 

Thank you for helping set our students up for success this school year! 💙📚 ”
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