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The Scroll

Congregation Shaara Tfille

 84 Weibel Avenue, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
Phone: 518-584-2370  Fax:  518-584-5226

E-mail: saratogajcc@albany.twcbc.com
www.saratogasynagogue.org

 Calendar of Events
May

  6-Friday Family Service..…..…7:00pm
  8-Men’s Club Breakfast………9:30am
  8-Jewish War Veterans..….…11:00am
17-Havurah Vatik In-House..….11:00am
18-Congregation Meeting………7:00pm
22-H Hirsch Brunch/Unveiling..11:00am
June

  3-Cookout/Service…….….……6:00pm
  4- Shavuot Study Group………9:00pm
26-Meet/Greet the Rabbi…….…2:00pm
28-Havurah Vatik…..…….….…11:00am
Regular Services

Mondays & Thursdays (Zoom)..9:00am
Saturdays………….…….………9:30am 
Hebrew School (Last Day-May 25)

Mondays…………………….….……….……5:30pm

Wednesdays ……………………..….…..5:30pm

Sisterhood

1st Tuesday of Month………..…5:30pm
Board Meeting

2nd Tuesday of Month.….….……5:30pm
Office Hours 

Monday-Friday…………9:00am-1:00pm
   (Office closed- May 30 and Mondays and 

Fridays starting in June)

Masks are not required, but recommended. 
Proof of vaccinations continues to be required. 
It is recommended vaccinations include booster 

shots.

Congregation Shaara Tfille Annual Meeting 

Please join us for our annual meeting on 
Wednesday, May 18, 2022. The meeting will be 
held at 7:00 pm at the Synagogue and on Zoom.  
Pursuant to the constitution, you will receive a 
letter with the agenda for the meeting. A Zoom 

link will be sent prior to the meeting 
 

Please note, you must have all of your 
synagogue financial obligations paid in full to 

attend, participate and vote.


From the Desk of Rabbi Marmon

From the second night of Passover, for forty-nine nights to the eve of 
Shavuot, we count the Omer. This year, that’s from the 16th of April to the 
4th of June. This time of year has become associated with tragedy and 
persecution over the course of Jewish history, particularly during the 
course of the crusades. One factor in this is surely the passions (pun 
intended) stirred in the medieval Christian community by the Easter holiday, paired with the 
blood libel which was often levied against the Jews at the time of Passover. For all the 
dramatic pathos of accusations of deicide, ritual murder, and cannibalism, there is the 
corresponding bathos of a second reason this season saw violence against Jews throughout 
the Middle Ages: spring weather is more conducive for a rampage than cold winter. 


A striking example of this pattern followed the coronation of Richard I of England (yes, the 
one in the Robin Hood stories) in the fall of 1189. When Richard was crowned, deadly riots 
broke out against the Jews of London after some Jews were expelled from the coronation 
banquet, where they had come to pay homage to the new king, apparently unaware that 
Jews were forbidden to participate in the celebration. After a quiet winter, the violence 
erupted anew in the spring of 1190, including the collective suicide of the entire Jewish 
community of York under siege by a violent mob at Clifford’s Tower, on Shabbat HaGadol, the 
Sabbath before Passover.


The dark mood of the Omer period is punctuated by the raucous celebration of Lag Ba’Omer, 
the thirty-third day of the count, which falls on May 19th this year. While the origins of this 
celebration are a little opaque, it is a popular occasion on the modern Israeli calendar, 
celebrated with parades, picnics, archery, and bonfires, as well as a lot of weddings (which 
are customarily avoided during the Omer prior to this day). While the observances are laden 
with Kabbalistic significance for those of that inclination, particularly the Chasidim; for 
Israelis, it is also simply a day that celebrates going outside and enjoying the beauty of the 
land of Israel.                  (Continued on Page 8)


Serving the greater Jewish community since 1911


Future Scroll Distribution


After much discussion we have decided that our bi-monthly newsletter will be going 
virtual.  Presently, it is being mailed, emailed and it is available on our website, 
saratogasynagogue.org.  Both the financial cost and the redundancy, has prompted us to 
make the decision to no longer do mass mailings of the Scroll.  If you still wish to receive 
a hard copy mailed to your home every other month, please call the office.  If you do not 
call, we will assume that the virtual copy is sufficient.  If you are not receiving your copy 
of the Scroll through email and would like to, please call the office and leave your email 
address.  The Scroll can be downloaded and printed at home and if that is not feasible, 
you are welcome to pick one up at the synagogue.


http://saratogasynagogue.org
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The Board of Congregation Shaara Tfille 

Rabbi………………Rabbi Boaz Marmon


Board of Directors 
Linda Bertrand………………….…President

Pamela Polacsek……………Vice President

Ted Orosz………………………..…Treasurer

Deborah Sabin………………..…..Secretary


Board Members 
Eileen Woodcock…………Youth Education

Allen Kasin…………….………..…Cemetery

Allen Kasin……………………Gabbi Liaison

Robert Katzman………..….…Legal Advisor

Sharon Dunn…………..….…Board Position

Larry Paltrowitz……..………Board Position

Piper Lutbak……………..….Board Position

Judith Ehrenshaft…….…..…Past President


Committee Chairs 
Religious………………..……Allan Polacsek

Membership…………..……..…Seth Rosner

Fundraising………….…………………….…

Budget………………………….….Ted Orosz

Strategic Planning…….…Pamela Polacsek

Sisterhood Liaison……….Judith Ehrenshaft

Men’s Club Liaison….………Allan Polacsek

House and Grounds…….…Skip Woodcock

Bingo Liaison………….……Michael Fischer

Pull Tab Liaison………..….Carole Polacsek

Endowment Fund…..…….Robert Katzman

Scroll………………..………Michael Fischer

Facebook Liaison…………..Deborah Sabin

Web Liaison…………………Deborah Sabin

Office Administrator…..…Carole Leakakos

Rabbi Marmon’s office hours:

To reach the Rabbi, you may either call the office 
or call the Rabbi directly at his number listed in 
the synagogue directory.


Office Hours: Office hours are 9:00am-12:00pm.


Carole’s Request: Email communications to the 
office and for Scroll submittals are requested to 
be sent to the synagogue email address at 
saratogajcc@albany.twcbc.com . The deadline for 
Scroll submittals of text is the 15th of the month 
prior to the next Scroll (i.e. June 15th for the 
July/August Scroll). Submittal of graphics or 
graphic requests are requested by the 10th of the 
month prior to the next Scroll.


Covid Controls: If you will be attending services 
in-house, we ask that you bring your own Tallis and 
Yarmulka. Masks are optional but proof of 
vaccination is required.


Communications

• We are trying to communicate more with our members and friends 

by email. We have been sending out weekly if not more often, email 
messages. If we do not have your email address, or if you are not 
sure if we do, please send it to: saratogajcc@albany.twcbc.com so 
we can add it to our contacts.


• We have a phone tree that sends out messages from the 
synagogue. If you are not receiving the messages, please call the 
office and provide Carole with your phone number.


When You Need Something

• If you know of a congregant who would like a home or hospital visit, 

call Carole in the office. Cynthia Flax and Roberta Gottesman have 
generously started a sunshine outreach to our friends in the 
synagogue.


• Call the office at 518-584-2370 if you have any questions about 
any of our programs.


Memorial Candles & Birthday Greetings

• The Congregation sends out a reminder letter with a memorial 

candle when you have a yahrzeit for a loved one. We  also send 
annual birthday greetings. Let the office know if you would prefer 
to not receive candles, or are not receiving reminder letters/
birthday greetings.


Remembrance/Dedications

• If you would like to honor your loved ones who have departed, we 

offer Memorial Plaques in the Sanctuary. They are a permanent 
remembrance for those who are no longer with us. The cost is $500 
per plaque. In addition, one can dedicate a Prayer book to honor a 
special occasion ($36) or a gold leaf in the vestibule’s Tree of Life 
($200). For more information, please call Carole in the office.


• As our Mi Sheberach list grows, we are not sure if some of our 
congregants and friends still need to be on the list.  Please call 
Carole so that we can update our list and keep it current.


Cemetery

• The Cemetery Rules and Fees document of Congregation Shaara 

Tfille spells out eligibility, rights, and fees. It also sets guidelines 
for use of the building and sanctuary during funerals. Call the 
office at 518-584-2370 if you wish to receive an electronic copy of 
the document.


• Our Cemetery is open year round. We ask that you be careful when 
visiting. The walkway can be slippery.
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Contributions and Mazel To


 

Memorial Candles

Rhoda and Avram Freedberg in memory of Max Padell

Helen and Sid Gordon in memory of David Gordon

Helen and Sid Gordon in memory of Morris Gordon

Paula and Jonathan Fishbein in memory of Louis Getzoff

Carol Anne and Richard Chait in memory of Samuel Chait

Carol Anne and Richard Chait in memory of Florence Chait

Carol Anne and Richard Chait in memory of Louis Pies

Ruth and Charles Weintraub in memory of Dora Weintraub

Roberta and Samuel Gottesman in memory of Max   

Gottesman

Dianna and Eugene Nachamkin in memory of Rose 

Rosenblum

Rhoda and Avram Freedberg in memory of Avraham Chaim 

Rogovin

Rhoda and Avram Freedberg in memory of Seymour Leff

Dede Hirsch in memory of Benjamin Hurwood

Judith Thomas and Rabbi Josef Solomon in memory of Judy 

Kravetz

Francine and Marc Robin in memory of Ann Robin

Judith Ehrenshaft in memory of Joseph Ehrenshaft

Sharon Dunn and Harvey Zirofsky in memory of Bessie Dunn

Dianna and Eugene Nachamkin in memory of Irving 

Rosenblum


Cemetery Upkeep Fund

Steven Goldberg


General Contributions

Linda Bertrand in honor of the birth of Mayim Eve Opitz

Helen and Sid Gordon for our Security Fund

Pamela, Carole and Allan Polacsek in honor of Mayim Opitz


Rhoda, Kim, Isaac and Roslyn Butler wishing good health to 
Al Kasin


Rhoda and Avram Freedberg in honor of Helen and Sid 
Gordon


Rhoda and Avram Freedberg in honor of Barbie and Andy 
Kahn


Dorothy Deutsch with thanks for the Purim goodies

Barbara and Hillel Glover sending Purim Greetings

Eileen and Skip Woodcock in honor of Mayim Opitz

Pamela, Carole and Allan Polacsek in memory of Thomas 

Sabin

Carole and Bill Leakakos in memory of Thomas Sabin

Lorraine Fitzsimmons with thanks for our recent virtual 

museum tour

Steven Goldberg for our Building Improvements


Mitzvah Club 2021-2022

Anonymous

Linda Bertrand

Carol and Steven Chudy

Judith Ehrenshaft and Seth Rosner

Rita and Michael Fischer

Lorraine and Steven Hammer

Judith and Martin Kaplan

Bunny and Allen Kasin

Marsha and Robert Katzman

Diane White and Ted Orosz

Loretta and Arthur Ostrov

Larry Paltrowitz/PAL’s ALLIANCE, LTD.

Richard Reisman

Ronni and Lester Rosenberg


The Sisterhood of Congregation Shaara Tfille, in 
the spirit of tikkun olam, made a generous 

donation to the Jewish Federation in support of 
our sisters and brothers in Ukraine.


For your convenience, one can pay dues and /or make 
contributions through the website portal. Note that 
purchases on Amazon can be made via Amazon Smile by 
listing the Synagogue as the beneficiary of Amazon’s charity. 
1/2 of 1% of the purchase price is contributed to us by 
Amazon. It costs the purchaser nothing.
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Dede Hirsch and Hirsch family invite you to the unveiling of Howard 
Hirsch on Sunday, May 22, 2022.  This will begin at 11:00 am with a 
brunch in Howard’s memory and his service to begin at 12:30 pm.


We ask that you rsvp to the office by May 18th, so that we can 
prepare accordingly.


Yahrtzeit List for May/June


Congregation Shaara Tfille sends its 
deepest condolences to Deborah 

Sabin on the passing of her brother 
Thomas Sabin
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Special Wishes


  May Birthdays & Anniversaries 

	 05 Harvey Zirofsky

	 11 Harold & Terry Weinstein

	 12 Nancy Goldberg

	 12 Eli Stein

	 14 Piper Lutbak

	 17 Terry Weinstein

	 18 Linda Bertrand

	 28 Arthur & Loretta Ostrov

	 28 Ken Ritzenberg

	 29 Robert & Susan Edwards

	 30 Harvey & Lynn Kalish

	 30 Marilyn Shapiro


June Birthdays & Anniversaries

	 02 Brian Lee

	 05 Brian Lee & Patricia Carson

	 06 Josef Solomon & Judith Thomas Solomon	    

	 08 Howard Stark

	 09 Mort & Vivian Greenberg

	 11 Richard & Carol Anne Chait


June Birthdays & Anniversaries

	 12 Steven Dweck

	 12 Steven Hammer

	 14 Robert & Marsha Katzman

	 15 Ted Orosz & Diane White

	 16 Michael & Rita Fischer

	 16 Roberta Mintzer

	 17 Bunny Kasin

	 18 Aaron Dweck

	 18 Wilma Koss 

	 19 Sharon Dunn & Harvey Zirofsky

	 19 Irving & Marcia Metzger

	 20 Joseph & Susan Greenbaum

	 21 Sharon Dunn

	 23 Isaac Ferber

	 23 Roslyn Ferber

	 24 Carole Polacsek

	 25 Avram Freedberg

	 29 Barbie Kahn

	 29 Lary Opitz


	 


Synagogue Breakfast – Please join us on Sunday, May 8th at 9:30am as  we celebrate Mother’s Day 
with a breakfast prepared by our men’s club.  The cost is $10.00 per person.  We ask that you rsvp to 

the office by May 4th  so that we can prepare accordingly.


The Jewish War Veterans meeting will be held at about 11:00am following the 
breakfast.


Havurah Vatik


Tuesday, May 17 @ 11:00am


Anniversary celebration with a presentation by Richard Feldman called “To Life, part 10.” The presentation will begin at 11:00, 
with lunch to follow. Proof of vaccination must be provided to enter the building. Masks are suggested but are optional.


                                   Tuesday, June 28 @ 11:00 am


Michael Fenton will talk about his art. His presentation will begin at 11:00, with lunch to follow. Proof of vaccination must be 
provided to enter the building. Masks are suggested but are optional.
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Need for Volunteers – Bingo and Pull-Tabs

Bingo and Pull-Tabs have not been held since March 2020 due to the pandemic. 
In the past, these fund raisers have provided about 15% of the Congregation’s 
yearly expenses. Because of continued health concerns, Bingo and Pull-Tabs are 
not planned to begin any earlier than early Fall, 2022. 


The controlling factor to resume Bingo and Pull-Tabs is availability of volunteers. 
Since the pandemic the list of past volunteers have decreased due to deaths, and 
individuals moving from Saratoga. In addition, there is hesitancy of some to 
continue until at least early Fall, assuming Covid cases continue their decrease. 
These factors together with the fact that the age of the majority of volunteers is 
in the 70’s and 80s, necessitate the need to recruit additional volunteers. Even 
though two new members have volunteered to support this fund raiser, there is 
still a shortfall of two to four people by early Fall.


We need more help for the long-term continuance of Bingo and Pull-Tabs. We 
offer free training during the next few months. Please contact either Bunny Kasin, 
Carole Polacsek, or Mike Fischer if you are interested in getting involved with this 
fund raiser.


Celebration of Warmer Weather

Please join the Congregation on Friday June 3, 2022 for a 
hot dog/veggie burger cookout.  The cost is $10.00 for 
everyone 13 years of age 
and older and no cost for 12 
years of age and under.  We 
ask that you rsvp to the 
office by May 27th if you will 
be joining us so that we can 
prepare accordingly.  Our 
dinner will begin promptly at 
6:00 pm with our family friendly Shabbat service 
beginning at 7:00 pm.  An Oneg will follow services.
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“Repairing the World Project”


For the past several weeks, Sunday's blast 
included a list of items that our Sisterhood, in 
the spirit of "tikkun olam" - repairing the world - 
collected for two local charities. Thanks to your 
generosity, we received many of the needed 
items.


We delivered the goods to the Mechanicville 
Area Community Center and Wellspring 
[formerly known as Domestic Violence and Rape 
Crisis Services). It could not have been 
accomplished without your generous support 
and concern for the less fortunate in our 
community, Thanks to you, we were able to  
provide comfort and relief to people in need.


On behalf of the Sisterhood, I wish to thank all 
who contributed  to the Tikkun Olam - repairing 
the world project.  I am touched beyond 
words.....


Judith Ehrenshaft

Sisterhood President


Desk of Sid

Welcome to late Spring and the beginning of Summer. Our cemetery is starting to look better and better thanks to all that helped get it to this point. 
We are looking at more work on landscaping and improving the fence to make the cemetery more secure and further improve its’ look. We do all of 
this to keep our cemetery looking good. Our friends and relatives resting in our cemetery can’t do it anymore. You take pride when you see a nice-
looking cemetery. It is a big mitzvah to help if you can. Thanks to those on the cemetery committee that keep this project going. Take care and keep 
safe. 

	 


Sid in the News

A large Veteran Service Office was recently opened in Menands, New York. The opening was attended by US 
Congressman Paul Tonko and a representative from the Governor’s office. The invocation was given by the DAV 
chaplain, Sid Gordon.


 The office services all the veterans in this part of New York. It is staffed by Disabled American Veterans (DAV) 
personnel, supporting veterans who don’t know what to do for help and providing information on available 
benefits. 


http://relief.to/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


May-June 2022        30 Nisan 5782 - 1 Tamuz 5782 Page 8

From the Desk of Rabbi Marmon (Continued from page 1)


This part of the calendar also includes Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Memorial Day), scheduled to coincide with the suppression of the Warsaw 
Ghetto Uprising, and modern Israel’s Memorial and Independence days. The State of Israel quite movingly scheduled these national 
holidays back-to-back, so that Israel’s independence is only celebrated after acknowledging the sacrifice of those who were martyred to 
give their brethren a state “on a silver platter” and those whose lives have been taken on the battlefield or by acts of terror in the years 
since. Sadly, that roll of martyrs has grown even in recent weeks, as enemies of the Jewish nation once again look to spring as the season of 
rampage. May God thwart their evil plans.


Finally, let’s not forget that this corner of our calendar culminates in the holiday of Shavuot, the anniversary of Torah and the Revelation at 
Sinai. For some reason, Shavuot is the “forgotten man” among the major Jewish holidays. This is likely because it often falls past the end of 
the Hebrew School year, as families are looking ahead to summer vacation, and perhaps also because it lacks a corresponding Christian 
holiday to bring it attention in the American civic consciousness. Compared with its “peer” holidays, Sukkot and Pesach, Shavuot comes 
and goes quickly (though we spend seven weeks counting up to it!), and doesn’t require any major advanced preparation like construction 
work or intensive housecleaning. But Shavuot has its own charms, from Tikkun Leil Shavuot (a late-night or all-night study session to kick 
off the holiday), to the Ten Commandments, to the Megillah of Ruth, to cheesecake, blintzes, and other dairy delicacies instead of meat. 
Barring any major step backward in the pandemic situation, you’ll be able to join us in the synagogue for all of the above for the first time 
in a long time on June 4-6 this year. For those unfamiliar, I offer the same advice about Shavuot as about the cheesecake: try it, you’ll like it!

Saratoga Springs Jewish Community History - by Dick Chait

 

Recent correspondence from the Saratoga Springs Preservation Foundation gave me additional insight into the history of the building 

located at 65 Phila Street that I would like to share. I thought the building was one of the 
boarding houses as mentioned on the historic marker on the corner of Phila and Putnam 
Street. No history was given. It turns out there is more to the story as excerpted from the 
SSPF note and given below.


 " The building at 65 Phila Street was  built in 1851 by Alexander Patterson, an Irish 
immigrant and owner of Patterson Mineral Springs. His family remained in the building for 
the next 90years after which it was purchased by Brooklyn's Congregation Bais Moishe who 
used for a summer residence for the about the next 30 years. It is also believed that a 
Mikveh was located on the property.”


The preservation foundation bought the dilapidated house last May for $235,000, with a 
grant from the Carruth Foundation, after a protracted fight with the previous owners to save the historic property. 


The preservation foundation is raising $300,000 to pay for environmental remediation, structural stabilization and to restore the exterior. 
The plan then is to sell the house to someone who will complete the interior and serve as a good steward of the property. Proceeds will 
be reinvested in a future preservation project. 


https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Saratoga-foundation-buys-endangered-Phila-Street-16208573.php%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.saratogapreservation.org/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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