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The Scroll 
Congregation Shaara Tfille

 84 Weibel Avenue, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
Phone: 518-584-2370  Fax:  518-584-5226

E-mail: saratogajcc@albany.twcbc.com

 Calendar of Events
May 
5-Yom Hashoah Program…………………6:45pm 
7-Sisterhood Meeting…………………..….5:30pm 
13-Yom Ha’atsma’ut Program………..…5:30pm 
18-H Hammer Bat Mitzvah…………….…9:30am 
21-Havurah Vatik……………………………11:00am 
21-Congregation Meeting………………..7:00pm 
June 
4-Sisterhood Meeting…………………..….5:30pm 
12-Shavu’ot Service………………..…….….9:00am 
12-Shavu’ot Study Session……………….8:00pm 
13-Shavu’ot  (Yizkor) Service……….……9:00am 
18-Havurah Vatik……………………………11:00am 
25-JCF Movie…………………………………..7:00pm 

Regular Services 
Mondays & Thursdays……………………..……7:30am 
Saturdays………….…….……………………….……9:30am  

Office Hours*  
Monday-Friday………………….…..…9:00am-1:00pm 

Adult Ed 
Monday..……………..………………………………..4:00pm 

Hebrew School 
Monday and Wednesday (ends 5/22).……..5:30pm 

Please call the office if you have any questions 
about any of our programs - 518-584-2370 

*The office will be closed May 27 and  
June 12,13,19,20,26 

And Monday and Fridays in June-August 

Messages, including rsvp’s for weekend events, 
left on the synagogue answering machine and 
emails are not checked after 1:00 pm on Fridays 
until the next non-holiday business day.   Walk-
ins for weekend events will not be accepted. 

Serving the greater Jewish community since 1911 

..for 7:30am Monday/
Thursday minyons 1, 2 or 
more times a month so 

that kaddish can be said. 
Bagels & lox follow at 

about 8:30am.

From the Desk of Rabbi Marmon 

From the second night of Passover, we begin counting up each 
night toward the holiday of Shavuot, defining the period known as 
the Counting of the Omer, or simply the Omer. Traditionally, this 
span of the calendar has a tone of mourning to it, though the exact 
origins of this are mysterious. In modern times, the Omer has 
become stocked with contemporary observances that will be 
difficult in this year of war. 

The first of these is Yom HaShoah, the Jewish Memorial Day for the Holocaust. This falls 
less than a week after the end of Passover. The date was chosen by the Israeli 
government in the 1950s to represent the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, which actually began 
and was most heavily fought during Passover, but without imposing a day of mourning 
during Passover itself.  

It is interesting to note that in recent years, the UN has established its own Holocaust 
Memorial Day in January, to coincide with the liberation of Auschwitz by the Red Army. 
Israelis, for reasons of their own, prefer to remember the Holocaust through the prism of 
Jews fighting their destruction, of which the Ghetto Uprising is perhaps the most striking 
example. The UN, for reasons of its own, prefers to remember the Holocaust through the 
prism of Jews dependent for their survival on a regime slightly less antisemitic than the 
Third Reich. But, that’s a topic for another time. 

This year, we will mark Yom HaShoah knowing just how much of the world still finds the 
mass murder of Jews to be less offensive than Jews fighting to defend themselves. 

A week later comes a Yom HaZikaron, Israel’s Memorial Day for her fallen, which include 
those who died in battle, and those murdered in acts of terror. Sadly, Israel has not 
known a single day at peace since her birth, and the Jewish community in the land has 
been the target of lethal terroristic violence since decades before the birth of the state.  

This year, we will mark Yom HaZikaron knowing nearly 1,500 names have been added to 
the roll in 5784, with nearly 150 still captive (alive or dead) in Gaza. We also know that 
murder alone was not enough for our savage neighbors, who raped, tortured, and 
mutilated many of the dead and many of the captives, and continue to abuse those still in 
their control. 

Continued on Page 7 
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The Board of Congregation Shaara Tfille 

Rabbi………………Rabbi Boaz Marmon 

Board of Directors 
Judith Ehrenshaft……………..…….…President 
Open……………….…………..……Vice President 
Ted Orosz……………………..………..…Treasurer 
Deborah Sabin……………………..…..Secretary 

Board Members 
Eileen Woodcock…….……Youth Education 
Allen Kasin……………….…..……..…Cemetery 
Allen Kasin…………….….………Gabbi Liaison 
Robert Katzman…………..….…Legal Advisor 
Sharon Dunn………………….…Board Position 
Larry Paltrowitz……….….……Board Position 
Samuel Gottesman……..…….Board Position 
Linda Bertrand…..…………..…Past President 

Committee Chairs 
Religious……………………….…Allan Polacsek 
Membership Co-Chair….…..…Seth Rosner 
Membership Co-Chair….…Linda Bertrand 
Fundraising………….…………………….…Open 
Budget…………………….…….….…….Ted Orosz 
Strategic Planning………………….………Open 
Sisterhood Liaison…….….Judith Ehrenshaft 
Men’s Club Liaison….…………Allan Polacsek 
House and Grounds…………Skip Woodcock 
Endowment Fund…….…….Robert Katzman 
Scroll……………………..….……Michael Fischer 
Facebook Liaison…..….……..Deborah Sabin 
Web Liaison……….………….…Deborah Sabin 

Rabbi Marmon’s office hours: 
To reach the Rabbi, you may either call the 
office or call the Rabbi directly at his 
number listed in the synagogue directory. 

Office Hours: Office hours are 
9:00am-1:00pm during the week except for 
days noted on page 1. Please call 
518-584-2370 before coming over. 

Carole’s Request: Email communications to 
the office and for Scroll submissions are 
requested to be sent to the synagogue email 
address at saratogajcc@albany.twcbc.com . 
The deadline for Scroll submissions of text 
is on or before the 2nd Friday of the month 
prior to the next Scroll (i.e. June 14 for the 
July/August Scroll).  

Communications 
• E-mail- We are trying to communicate more with our members and 

friends by email. We have been sending out weekly if not more 
often, email messages. If you have not been receiving weekly 
messages, please send your email address to the office 
(saratogajcc@albany.twcbc.com) so we can add it to our contacts. 

• We have a phone tree that sends out messages from the synagogue. 
If you are not receiving the messages, please call the office and 
provide Carole with your phone number. 

When You Need Something 
• If you know of a congregant who would like a home or hospital visit, 

call Carole in the office. Cynthia Flax and Roberta Gottesman have 
generously started a sunshine outreach to our friends in the 
synagogue. 

• Call the office at 518-584-2370 if you have any questions about any 
of our programs. 

Memorial Candles & Birthday Greetings 
• The Congregation sends out a reminder letter with a memorial 

candle when you have a yahrzeit for a loved one. We  also send 
annual birthday greetings. Let the office know if you would prefer 
to not receive candles, or are not receiving reminder letters/
birthday greetings. 

Remembrance/Dedications 
• If you would like to honor your loved ones who have departed, we 

offer Memorial Plaques in the Sanctuary. They are a permanent 
remembrance for those who are no longer with us. The cost is $500 
per plaque. In addition, one can dedicate a Prayer book to honor a 
special occasion ($36) or a gold leaf for the vestibule’s Tree of Life 
($200). For more information, please call Carole in the office. 

• As our Mi Sheberach list grows, we are not sure if some of our 
congregants and friends still need to be on the list.  Please call 
Carole so that we can update our list and keep it current. 

Cemetery 
• The Cemetery Rules and Fees document of Congregation Shaara 

Tfille spells out eligibility, rights, and fees. It also sets guidelines 
for use of the building and sanctuary during funerals. Call the 
office at 518-584-2370 if you wish to receive an electronic copy of 
the document. 

• Our Cemetery is open year round. We ask that you be careful when 
visiting. The walkway can be slippery. 

Services 
• If you will be attending services in-house, we ask that you bring your 

own Tallis and Yarmulka. There will be no Friday night services during 
May and June, 2024. 

• We especially need you for attendance at one, two or more 7:30am 
Minyan services on Monday and Thursday.

mailto:saratogajcc@albany.twcbc.com
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Yahrzeit List for May/June

Congregation Shaara Tfille would like to send its deepest 
condolences to Rachel Baum on the recent passing of her father, 

Stanley Baum 
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Contributions 
Memorial Candles 
• Judith Ehrenshaft in memory of Murray Linden 
• Paula and Jonathan Fishbein in memory of Louis Getzoff 
• Sharon Liese and Barry Potoker in memory of David Blatt 
• Ruth and Charles Weintraub in memory of Dora Weintraub 
• Michele Herman in memory of Sylvia Herman 
• Dianna and Gene Nachamkin in memory of Rose Rosenblum 
• Judith Ehrenshaft in memory of Joseph Ehrenshaft 
• Marcia Snyder in memory of Mary Tabachnick 

Contributions 
• Judith Ehrenshaft and Seth Rosner wishing a full and speedy 

recovery to Lary Opitz 
• Steven Goldberg in honor of Rabbi Marmon 
• Patricia Bruder and The Kowalski Family in memory of Linda Lee 

Koch, mother of Mary Lou Weil 
• Eileen and Skip Woodcock sending get well wishes to Lary Opitz 
• Lyn Payne in memory of Evelyne Siegel 

Mitzvah Club 2023-2024 
• Anonymous 
• Larry Aronson 
• Mr. and Mrs. Michael Busnach 
• Lauren and Scott Henkin 
• Benjamin, Jonathan and Alexandra Henkin 
• Linda Bertrand and Bert Isen 
• Patricia Bruder 
• Patricia Carson and Brian Lee 
• Carol and Steven Chudy/ 
• The Chudy Family Trust 
• Sharon Dunn and Harvey Zirofsky 
• Judith Ehrenshaft and Seth Rosner 
• Rita and Michael Fischer 
• Roberta and Samuel Gottesman 
• Lorraine and Steven Hammer 
• Judith and Martin Kaplan 
• Bunny and Allen Kasin 
• Marsha and Robert Katzman 
• Irving Metzger 
• Diane White and Ted Orosz 
• Loretta and Arthur Ostrov 
• Bobi Baruch and Jerry Ostrov 
• J. Lawrence Paltrowitz/PAL’s ALLIANCE, LTD. 
• Richard Reisman 
• Ronni and Lester Rosenberg 
• Bernard Singer 
• Kim and Matt Stein 

In Memory of Sidney Gordon 
• Barbara and Lary Opitz 
• Eileen and Skip Woodcock 
• Steven Goldberg 
• Judy and Harold Zassenhaus 
• Susan and Philip Weissman 
• Carol Anne and Richard Chait 
• Deborah Sabin 

In Memory of Pamela Polacsek 
• Joan and Douglas Gerhardt 
• Melissa Strauss 
• Sharon Dunn and Harvey Zirofsky 
• Felice Karlitz and Jerry Grodin 
• Sheila Rudoltz 
• Margaret and Gerard Bradley 
• Sara Mastro 
• Cynthia and Harold Flax 
• Barbara and Lary Opitz 
• Ronni and Lester Rosenberg 
• Marilyn Shapiro and Howard Stark 
• Eileen and Skip Woodcock 
• Patricia Carson and Brian Lee 
• Steven Dweck 
• Judy and Joel Eisner 
• Lauren and Scott Henkin 
• Benjamin, Jonathan and Alexandra Henkin 
• Christel Katz 
• Deborah Katz 
• Sabina and Eliot Tyler 
• Steven Goldberg 
• Maria Daloia 
• Ruth and Edward Dweck 
• Judy and Harold Zassenhaus 
• Bonni Arbuckle 
• Trudy Aarons 
• J. Lawrence Paltrowitz 
• Susan and Philip Weissman 
• Carol Anne and Richard Chait 
• Ruth and Charles Weintraub 
• Lorraine and Steven Hammer 
• Susi and Ken Ritzenberg 
• Mr. and Mrs. Michael Busnach 
• Sondra Silverhart 
• Deborah Sabin 
• Rosalie Blank 
• Alyssa and Evan Henkin 
• Jeff Handelman 
• Milli and Elizabeth Macy 
• Scott Metzner 
• Dana Siegel 
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 May Birthdays &  Anniversaries  
05 Harvey Zirofsky 
12 Eli Stein 
17 Terry Weinstein 
18 Linda Bertrand 
28 Arthur & Loretta Ostrov 
28 Ken Ritzenberg 
29 Robert & Susan Edwards 
30 Harvey & Lynn Kalish 
30 Marilyn Shapiro 

June Birthdays & Anniversaries 
05 Brian Lee & Patricia Carson 
06 Josef Solomon & Judith Thomas Solomon 
08 Howard Stark 
09 Mort & Vivian Greenberg 
11 Richard & Carol Anne Chait 

12 Steven Dweck 
12 Steven Hammer 
14 Robert & Marsha Katzman 
15 Ted Orosz & Diane White 
16 Michael & Rita Fischer 
16 Roberta Mintzer 
17 Bunny Kasin 
18 Aaron Dweck 
18 Wilma Koss 
19 Sharon Dunn & Harvey Zirofsky 
20 Joseph & Susan Greenbaum 
21 Sharon Dunn 
24 Carole Polacsek 
25 Avram Freedberg 
26 Michele Herman 
29 Barbie Kahn 
29 Lary Opitz 

Havurah Vatik 

Presentations and luncheon sponsored 
by Havurah Vatik will be held starting at 

11:00am on Tuesday, May 21, and 
Tuesday, June 18. Details will be 

forthcoming.

Mazel To

A new Tree Leaf has been added to our Tree 
of Recognition in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of 

Nathan McCullen with love from his 
grandparents, Eileen and Skip Woodcock 

Mazel Tov to Kim and Matt Stein 
on the Bar Mitzvah of their son 

Gabe. 

Upcoming Events

Pamela and David Hammer 
cordially invite you to the 

Bat Mitzvah of their 
daughter Haley on 

Saturday May 18th, 2024
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Congregation Meeting 
Tuesday, May 21, 2024 @ 7:00 pm 

Please join us at our annual meeting.  

Note:  You must have all of your synagogue obligations paid in full to attend the meeting.  If you have any 
questions, please call Carole in the office, 518-584-2370. 

Jewish Cultural Festival At Congregation Shaara Tfille 
Tuesday, June 25 - 7:00 pm 

Celebrate this year’s Jewish Cultural Festival 
with a movie shown on our large screen and 

new projector.  
Please call 518-584-2370 for more 

information 

From the Desk of Rabbi Marmon (Continued from Page 1) 

As Yom HaZikaron ends, Yom Ha’Atzma’ut, Israel’s Independence Day, begins. Only when the terrible sacrifices that have built and 
maintained the survival of Israel have been acknowledged do Israelis celebrate the miracle that is the State of Israel. 

This year, we will celebrate Israel’s Independence Day knowing that in the United States, our children may not be welcome to attend 
their college classes in person. Knowing that in the UK, some parts of London may be off limits to those who are “openly Jewish.” This 
year we are reminded why every Jew everywhere in the world needs a strong and safe State of Israel. 

Not to give short shrift to Pesach Sheni and Lag Ba’Omer, both minor occasions on the traditional calendar, but about three weeks after 
Yom Ha’Atzma’ut comes Yom Yerushalayim, Jerusalem Reunification Day, anniversary of the liberation of Jerusalem in the Six-Day War. 
This day is somewhat controversial, as the lightning victories of June 1967 did not lead to swift peace, instead leaving Israel ruling over 
hostile populations in Gaza and the West Bank which can neither be peacefully absorbed nor safely separated from. This is a problem. 
Even so, the counter-historical alternative is clear. Without the Golan Heights and the Sinai Desert to absorb the enemy offensives in the 
Yom Kippur War in 1973, the State of Israel would have been destroyed. The demilitarization of Sinai is also what made peace with Egypt 
possible in 1979. 

This year, we can hope that Yom Yerushalayim will find Hamas rule over Gaza broken, and that this will open the door for a new 
Palestinian leadership that will turn its creativity to making its people’s lives better rather than barbaric new ways to murder the 
neighbors. 
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Type to enter text

March/April Special Events-Food Collection and Breakfast Venues
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From the Desk of Judith Ehrenshaft- 

Did you know? 
The Star of David - in 1354, Holy Roman Emperor and king of Bohemia Charles IV authorized the Jewish 
community of the Czech lands to bear a red flag featuring the Star of David. In the center of the flag is a star of 
David and in the middle of the star is a "Jewish hat." The hat and the star are stitched in gold, as is the text of 
Shema Yisrael. The Jewish community of Prague therefore became the first in Europe to use that symbol as 
their official and legal emblem. 

Where is the flag? In the Old New Synagogue, also called the Altneuschul,  Europe's oldest active synagogue. It 
is also the oldest surviving medieval synagogue in continuous use since its completion in 1270. It was one of 
Prague's first Gothic buildings. I went there every Shabbat with my dad, and because I was a girl, not a grown 
woman yet, I was allowed in the sanctuary. Otherwise women could watch services through narrow, horizontal 
slits in the stone wall [to the left of the bima] as they were not allowed to participate in the services. 
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