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The Scroll 
Congregation Shaara Tfille

 84 Weibel Avenue, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
Phone: 518-584-2370  Fax:  518-584-5226

E-mail: saratogajcc@albany.twcbc.com

 Calendar of Events
July 
1-Sisterhood Meeting…………………..….4:00pm 
8-Board Meeting……….……………………5:30pm 
27-JCF Play……………………..…2:00 and 7:00pm 
August 
3-Tish’ah Be’av Services………………..…9:00 am 
5-Sisterhood Meeting..………….…………4:00pm 
12-Board Meeting………………….……..…5:30pm 
18-JCF Movie……………………………..……7:00pm 
23-Rosenberg Haftorah………………….…9:30am 

Regular Services 
Mondays & Thursdays……………………..……7:30am 
Saturdays………….…….……………………….……9:30am  

Office Hours  
Tuesday thru Thursday……….…..…9:00am-1:00pm 

The office is closed on Mondays and Fridays 
during July and August 

Please call the office if you have any questions 
about any of our programs - 518-584-2370 

Messages, including rsvp’s for weekend events, 
left on the synagogue answering machine and 
emails are not checked after 1:00 pm on 
Thursday until the next non-holiday business 
day.   Walk-ins for events will not be accepted to 
maintain security procedures.. 

Serving the greater Jewish community since 1911 

..for 7:30am Monday/
Thursday minyons 1, 2 or 
more times a month so 

that kaddish can be 
said. Bagels & lox follow 

at about 8:30am.

Jewish Cultural Festival Events at 
Congregation Shaara Tfille 

Sunday, July 27 at 2:00 and 7:00 PM 

Play Reading: My Name is Asher Lev 

My Name is Asher Lev, adapted by Aaron Posner from Chaim 
Potok’s novel, tells the story of a young Jewish painter torn 
between his Hasidic roots and his passion for art as his talent 
grows, Asher must choose between honoring his faith and 
following his artistic calling. 

• Advance reservations are required - RSVP (518)584-2370 or 
saratogajcc@albany.twcbc.com by Thursday, July 24, 2025 

• $5 per person/ Refreshments to follow 

Monday, August 18 at 7:00 PM 
One Big Happy Family - Film and In-Person Guest Q & A 

The heartfelt comedy, One Big Happy Family, is directed by 
Emmy nominee, Matt Sohn, and explores what it means to be 
family. It tells the story of Rachel, whose DNA test completely 
upends her life while planning her daughter’s Bat Mitzvah. She 
embarks on a hilarious journey with her eccentric mother to find 
out who she is. The special event will include the attendance of 
the writer-;producer Lisa Brenner, who will participate in a Q&A 
after the screening. 

• RSVP (518)584-2370 by August 15, 2025. Advanced 
reservations are required. 

• $10 per person/Refreshments to follow 

mailto:saratogajcc@albany.twcbc.com
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The Board of Congregation Shaara Tfille 

Rabbi………………Rabbi Boaz Marmon 

Board of Directors 
Judith Ehrenshaft……………..…….…President 
Sharon Dunn…….…………..……Vice President 
Ted Orosz……………………..………..…Treasurer 
Deborah Sabin……………………..…..Secretary 

Board Members 
Eileen Woodcock…….……Youth Education 
Allen Kasin……………….…..……..…Cemetery 
Allen Kasin…………….….………Gabbi Liaison 
Robert Katzman…………..….…Legal Advisor 
Michele Herman…………….…Board Position 
Larry Paltrowitz……….….……Board Position 
Samuel Gottesman……..…….Board Position 
Linda Bertrand…..…………..…Past President 

Committee Chairs 
Religious……………………….…Allan Polacsek 
Membership Co-Chair….…..…Seth Rosner 
Membership Co-Chair….…Linda Bertrand 
Fundraising………….…………………….…Open 
Budget…………………….…….….…….Ted Orosz 
IT/Security Liaison…………….…Bill Leakakos 
Sisterhood Liaison…….….Judith Ehrenshaft 
Men’s Club Liaison….…………Allan Polacsek 
House and Grounds…………Skip Woodcock 
Endowment Fund…….…….Robert Katzman 
Scroll……………………..….……Michael Fischer 
Facebook Liaison…..….……..Deborah Sabin 
Web Liaison……….………….…Deborah Sabin 
Office Administrator…….…Carole Leakakos

Rabbi Marmon’s office hours: 
To reach the Rabbi, you may either call the 
office or call the Rabbi directly at his 
number listed in the synagogue directory. 

Office Hours: Office hours are 
9:00am-1:00pm Tuesday thru Thursday. 
Please call 518-584-2370 before coming 
over. 

Carole’s Request: Email communications to 
the office and for Scroll submissions are 
requested to be sent to the synagogue email 
address at saratogajcc@albany.twcbc.com . 
The deadline for Scroll submissions of text 
is on or before the 10th of the month prior 
to the next Scroll (i.e. August 10th for the 
September/October Scroll).  

Communications 
• E-mail- We are trying to communicate more with our members and 

friends by email. We have been sending out weekly if not more 
often, email messages. If you have not been receiving weekly 
messages, please send your email address to the office 
(saratogajcc@albany.twcbc.com) so we can add it to our contacts. 

• We have a phone tree that sends out messages from the synagogue. 
If you are not receiving the messages, please call the office and 
provide Carole with your phone number. 

When You Need Something 
• If you know of a congregant who would like a home or hospital visit, 

call Carole in the office. Cynthia Flax and Roberta Gottesman have 
generously started a sunshine outreach to our friends in the 
synagogue. 

• Call the office at 518-584-2370 if you have any questions about any 
of our programs. 

Memorial Candles 
• The Congregation sends out a reminder letter with a memorial 

candle when you have a yahrzeit for a loved one. Let the office know 
if you would prefer to not receive candles. 

Remembrance/Dedications 
• If you would like to honor your loved ones who have departed, we 

offer Memorial Plaques in the Sanctuary. They are a permanent 
remembrance for those who are no longer with us. The cost is $500 
per plaque. In addition, one can dedicate a Prayer book to honor a 
special occasion ($36) or a gold leaf for the vestibule’s Tree of Life 
($200). For more information, please call Carole in the office. 

• As our Mi Sheberach list grows, we are not sure if some of our 
congregants and friends still need to be on the list.  Please call 
Carole so that we can update our list and keep it current. 

Cemetery 
• The Cemetery Rules and Fees document of Congregation Shaara 

Tfille spells out eligibility, rights, and fees. It also sets guidelines 
for use of the building and sanctuary during funerals. Call the 
office at 518-584-2370 if you wish to receive an electronic copy of 
the document. 

• Our Cemetery is open year round. We ask that you be careful when 
visiting. The walkway can be slippery. 

Services 
• We need you for attendance at one, two or more 7:30am Minyan 

services on Monday and Thursday.

mailto:saratogajcc@albany.twcbc.com
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Yartzeit List for July/August

An unveiling for Dorothy 
Sanders will be held on 
Sunday August 10, 2025 

at 10:30 am. 

Congregation Shaara Tfille would like 
to sends its deepest sympathy to the 

family of long time congregant 
Miriam Messinger, on her recent 

passing.
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Contributions 

Memorial Candles 
• Judith Ehrenshaft in memory of Roman Chudy 
• Roberta and Leonard Mintzer in memory of Ida Schecter 
• Carole and Allan Polacsek in memory of Estelle Lefkowitz 
• Carole and Allan Polacsek in memory of Jack Polacsek 
• Carole and Allan Polacsek in memory of Solomon Polacsek 
• Francine and Marc Robin in memory of Ann Robin 
• Marcia Snyder in memory of Mary Tabachnick 
• Rhoda and Avram Freedberg in memory of Ziporah Padell 

Freedberg 
• Judiann Stern in memory of Alfred Stern 
• Patricia Bruder in memory of Irene Sedutto 
• Sharon Liese and Barry Potoker in memory of Herbert 

Potoker 
• Susi and Ken Ritzenberg in memory of Madeleine Peggy 

Ritzenberg 
• Fran and Howard Zuckerman in memory of Dorothy 

Schapiro 
• Fran and Howard Zuckerman in memory of Eugene 

Zuckerman 
• Sharon Dunn and Harvey Zirofsky in memory of Bessie 

Dunn 
• Sondra Silverhart in memory of Minnie Silverhart 

Contributions 
Sarah Fiedler in memory of Roseann Greenberg 
Sisterhood of Congregation Shaara Tfille 
Patricia Bruder - to all those recovering – I’m thinking of you 
Allan Littell 
Renaissance Charitable Foundation 
Carole and Bill Leakakos in loving memory of Rita Fischer 

Mitzvah Club 2025-2026 
• Anonymous 
• Judith and Martin Kaplan 
• Bobi Baruch and Jerome Ostrov 

Kiddush Contribution 
• Patricia Bruder  
• Michael Fischer in memory of Rita Fischer 
• MaryLou and Warren Weil 
  

Mazel To
July Birthdays &  Anniversaries  
01 Judy Singer 
04 Marc & Francine Robin 
06 Edward Greenberg 
06 William Leakakos 
08 John & Jocelyn Keene 
09 Dorothy Deutsch 
10 Jerry Grodin 
11 Harrell Doyle  
13 Lester Rosenberg 
16 Lorraine Hammer  
24 Roberta Gottesman 
25 Ali Doyle 
26 Francine Robin 
27 Philip & Susan Weissman 
29 Susan Frost 

August Birthdays & Anniversaries 

02 Lary & Barbara Opitz 
02 Tommi Zwack 
05 Ronni Rosenberg 
08 Judith Ehrenshaft 
19 Mort Greenberg 
26 Steven & Lorraine Hammer 
27 Marc & Renee Barr 
27 Michael Fischer 
27 Jessica McCullen 
29 Gene Salerni 
31 Mitchell Frost 

Mazel Tov to Sharon Dunn and Harvey Zirofsky on the marriage of their daughter 
Dr. Dara Zirofsky to Kilian Frey.  The wedding will take place on July 19th in Seattle 

Washington.
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Jewish War Vets Post 36 Places Flags for Memorial Day

SARATOGA SPRINGS, N.Y. (May 21, 2025) -- Members of Jewish War Veterans Post 36 
placed 50 flags at the graves of veterans and congregants interred at the Congregation 
Shaara T'Fille cemetery as part of their annual recognition of Memorial Day.  
  
Jewish War Veterans of the United States of America is an American Jewish veterans' 
organization created in 1896 by American Civil War veterans to raise awareness of 
contributions made by Jewish service members. Jewish War Veterans has an estimated 
7,000 members, ranging from World War II to current conflicts as well as active duty 
personnel. It is the oldest active national veterans' service organization in the US. 
  
From left, JWV Post 36 members Ed 
Balaban (Cold War), Bill Leakakos 
(Desert Storm), Al Kasin (Korea), and 
post commander Dr. Sam Gottesman 
(Vietnam) render the hand salute at 
the graves of fellow JWV members and 
congregants of Congregation Shaara 
T'Fille during the Post's annual flag 
placement in recognition of Memorial 
Day. (Photo courtesy JWV Post 36). 

Please join us on Saturday, August 
23rd, when Lester Rosenberg will 
be chanting his Haftorah, 58 years 

after doing it for his Bar Mitzvah.  A 
catered luncheon is being 

sponsored in his honor. 

Jonah Solomon, beloved great-grandchild of Rabbi 
Solomon and Judith Thomas, would have turned 13 this 

year and celebrated his Bar Mitzvah. In honor of this 
milestone, his father, Deva Solomon, chanted the 

Haftorah at the Hebrew Educational Alliance in 
Colorado. In loving memory of Jonah and in tribute to 

his family, Rabbi Solomon and Judith Thomas are 
sending heartfelt blessings to Congregation Shaara Tfille.
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✒  TIKKUN OLAM  ✏  

In continued partnership with the Mechanicville Community Center, the 
Sisterhood of Congregation Shaara Tfille is launching a summer Tikkun 
Olam, repairing the world project: 
a School Supply Drive. Our 
goal is to ensure that all children, 
from Pre-K through high school, 
have the essential school supplies 
they need to begin the new 
school year. No child should feel 
unprepared or left out due to a 
lack of basic supplies. We will be 
collecting now through mid-
August.  Donations can be 
dropped off Tuesday, Wednesday 
or Thursday, 9 AM - 1 PM.  
Monetary contributions are also 
welcome and will be used to 
purchase additional items.  
Let's make a difference - one 
pencil, one backpack, one act of 
kindness....I know that I can 
count on you. 
Questions?  Call the office - 
518.584.2370.
Judith Ehrenshaft
President

May Social Event



July-August 2025 5 Tamuz - 7 Elul
 Page 10



July-August 2025 5 Tamuz - 7 Elul
 Page 11



July-August 2025 5 Tamuz - 7 Elul
 Page 12


